Listening Benchmark Test: Money and Consumer Issues











NAME  ____________________ 








DATE    ____________________

Part 1:  Listen to the teacher read a paragraph about Sara.  Decide if the following statements are true (T) or false (F).  Circle your answer.

1.  Sara and her husband can afford to spend $650 on items for their new home.

T     F

2.  Sara's husband applied for a small loan to buy some new bedroom furniture.

T     F

3.  Sara and her husband would like to buy some lamps and kitchen appliances.

T     F

4.  Before buying some lamps, Sara would like to buy a new set of dishes.


T     F

5. Sara and her husband are willing to buy discounted or used furniture.


T     F

Part 2:  Listen to the conversation.  Then choose the correct answer for each question.

1. Who are the two speakers?

a. customer and salesperson

b. two friends

c. a husband and a wife

d. a customer and a mechanic

2. Which car does the woman like?

a. a blue sedan

b. a blue minivan

c. a red sedan

d. a red minivan

3. What is a disadvantage of the minivan?

a. It’s too small.

b. It’s too expensive.

c.  It’s too big.

d. It has too many miles on it.

4. 
What is an advantage of the sedan?

a. It’s got a two-year warranty.

b. It only has a few miles on it.

c. It’s very big.

d. It’s a low price.

5. Which car do they decide to test drive?

a. the minivan

b. the sedan

c. both

d. neither

Listening Benchmark Test: Money and Consumer Issues
Part I: Passage for TEACHER to read to the class TWO TIMES 



Sara and her family recently moved into a new apartment in St. Paul.  They're excited about buying some new things for their new home, but they also want to make sure that they stick to a budget and don't overspend. Sara and her husband both work full-time, and they have saved $650 to spend on purchases for their new home.  With that money, they hope to be able to buy some bedroom furniture, a few lamps, and a new sofa for their living room.  If they have any money left over after buying those items, Sara would also like to buy a new set of dishes for their kitchen.  To make their money go as far as possible, Sara and her husband are going to look for sales and consider buying some pre-owned goods.

Part 2: All Star Unit 4 Listening Assessment Transcript – CD 1, Track 59

Transcript  

Male: What do you think?

Female: I like that red minivan.

Male:  Really?  Why?

Female:  Well, it’s a good price, and it only has 20, 000 miles on it.

Male:  I think it might be too big.  Do we really need that much room?  What about this blue sedan?  It’s got low mileage and it looks great.

Female:  Yeah, it is cute.  But I think $15,000 is a little much for a car that’s five years old.

Male: But it’s in great shape, and they just gave it a tune-up and an oil change.

Female:  I don’t know.  With two kids, I think we’ll feel cramped in such a small car.

Male: It’s got plenty of leg room in the back, and the gas mileage is much better than on the minivan.

Female: How many miles does it get per gallon?

Male: About 30. And they’re offering a two-year warranty.

Female: That is good.  Let’s see if we can take it for a test drive.

