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Tou Vang has a problem. He is a Hmong man 







from Thailand who lives with his wife, mother and 






children in St. Paul, Minnesota. They own a house 







on the East Side of St. Paul.








1. Tou Vang is from Somalia.     

T    F







2.Tou lives with his father, wife and children. T   F








3. Tou lives in Chicago, Illinois      

 T    F  
    






4. Tou lives in a house in West St. Paul.
T    F

Tou and his wife, May, have lived in St. Paul for many years. May came to the United States when she was a teenager. She is a high school graduate. May works with children as a Teacher’s Aide at Bruce F. Vento Elementary School in St. Paul. She is taking classes at the Hubbs Center and at St. Paul College at night. May wants to get her college degree so that she can become a teaching assistant or a teacher.

1) Tou’s wife’s name is Pa.     
                 
   T     F
2) May came to the United States last year.      T     F

3) May finished high school.                             T     F
4) May has her college degree.                          T     F
5) May is taking classes at the Hubbs Center because she wants to be a nurse.          T     F                                                             

6) Who is May? 

7) When did May come to the United States? 

8) Where does May work? 

9) What does May do? 

10) Why is May taking classes? 

Tou and his mother came to the United States 10 years ago. Now Tou speaks English well. But, he can’t read or write very well in English. Tou had to drop out of high school to get a job 8 years ago. Tou is taking classes at the Hubbs Center. He wants to get his GED. If Tou gets his GED, he thinks he can get a better paying job.

1) Tou and his mother came to the United States 10 years ago.   
T     F
2) Tou reads and writes in English very well.    



T     F
3) Tou stopped going to high school.             



T     F
4) Tou wants to get his GED.                           



T     F
5) Why did Tou drop out of high school? 

6) Who came to the United States with Tou?   

7) Where is Tou taking classes?

Tou and May have three children, ages 10, 8, and 5. Tou’s mother has been taking care of the children at their home when they're at class in the evenings 4 nights a week, but now there is a problem. Tou’s mother is having trouble walking. She has a lot of pain in her hip. The doctors say that she must have two operations soon. She will not be able to take care of the children for almost one year until she recovers. She might also need some help after the surgeries. Who can take care of their kids in the evening if Tou’s mother will not be able to help? 
 1) Tou and May have 5 children.    



T     F
 2) Tou’s mother takes care of the children.       

T     F
 3) Tou’s mother is having problems with her heart.       
T     F
 4) Tou’s mother will have one operation.                       
T     F
 5) It will be easy for Tou’s mother to take care of the children after the surgeries.       T     F                                                                     

 6)  How many children do Tou and May have?  

 7) Who takes care of the children? 

 8) Why does Tou’s mother need two operations?         
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Tou notices that one of his classmates at the Hubbs Center is sometimes very sad. Her name is Anab. She is alone with her two children in the United States because her husband is still living in Kenya. Anab is looking for any job so that she can pay for her apartment. But, Anab also wants to be a good mother. She wants to take care of her children when they come home after school.

1) Tou sees that his classmate is very happy.      
T     F
2) His classmate’s name is Adam.                     
T     F
3) Anab lives with her husband.                          
T     F
4) Anab needs a job.                                            
T     F
5) Anab tries very hard to be a good mom.      
T     F

6) Sometimes, it is difficult to be a good parent and have a job at the same time.       T     F                                                           

7) Who does Tou notice? 

8) How does Anab feel?   

9) Where does Anab’s husband live right now?  
10) What does Anab need? 

11) Why does Anab need a job?  

12)  When does Anab want to take care of her children?
*****************************************************

Let’s look at Tou and May’s budget:

Every month, Tou and May work hard to make money. This is how much they make before their employers’ deductions (money taken out for taxes and health insurance or benefits). Tou makes $10 an hour driving a shuttle van for a hotel and works 40 hours a week. He also usually makes $40 a week in tips. May makes $16 an hour. She works as a Teacher’s Aide for St. Paul Public Schools and works 32 hours a week. Remember, this is their gross pay. 
1. How much money (gross pay) does Tou make each week?  ______________
2. About how much money (gross pay) does Tou make each month (4 weeks in a month)? _________
3. How much money (gross pay) does May make each week? ________
4. About how much money (gross pay) does May make each month (4 weeks in a month)? ________
5. Their taxes and deductions total about $650.00 a month. After taxes and deductions, how 
much money (net pay) do Tou and May make together each month? __________
Every month, Tou and May have bills they NEED to pay:

  They spend $1000 on the mortgage payment, taxes, and insurance for their house.

  They spend $550 on food.

  They spend $150 to pay for their car loan.

  They spend $70 to pay for car insurance.
  They spend $65 on gas for the car.
  They spend $125 on heating gas and electricity.

  They spend $55 for water and city garbage pick up.

  They spend $140 for their cells phones and internet.
  They spend $90 for May's classes at St. Paul College.
6. How much money do Tou and May spend each month on things that they NEED? ________
7. How much money do Tou and May have left over each month for things that they WANT? _______
8. If Tou quits his job to stay home to take care of his mother and the children, will there be enough money for all the things they need?     Yes         No
9. If May quits her job and stays home to take care of her mother-in-law and the children, will there be enough money?        Yes           No

This is a problem, right? 
*******************

Now, let’s look at Anab’s budget.

Anab gets government help to pay for food and health care, but she still needs about more $600 to pay for her apartment every month. She can afford her other expenses. Can Tou and May afford to pay Anab (at least) $600 each month to take care of their children and mother part time?    Yes    No
Maybe Anab and Tou can help each other. How do you think they could help each other? Maybe Tou could ask Anab if she would watch to watch their kids and mother after school while they’re in classes 4 nights a week at the Hubbs Center and St. Paul College. 
1) Think about what they could say to each other.  

2) Find a partner.

3) With your partner, write down a conversation between Tou and Anab in a notebook.

4) Practice the conversation a couple times. 
5) Read your conversation to the class if the teacher asks you to. 
